graduates from the institute at the age of thirty. He is al-
lowed some time after graduation to gain practical experi-
ence. . . . And so he reaches the age of thirty-five. Well, how'
many years can he work? Until the age of fifty, or sixty; a
few lucky ones go on to eighty or ninety. ... In other words,
it can be said that for real work the plant breeder has fifteen
vegetative periods. The plant breeder can plant his field
fifteen times. ..."
This makes you realize that the struggle Academician
Bogomolets waged to prolong human life to the age of ijo
was not a struggle to achieve a "luxury," hut to achieve
the span of life that the creative worker in a free human so-
ciety actually needs!
Lysenko never forgets that the object on which he is work-
ing is not a scheme, not an algebraic sign, but a living organ-
ism. The formal geneticists want to reduce all living beings
to definite characters, and they regard this as proof of the
exceptional subtlety of their methods. "Yellow peas, green
peas." A character! "What are similar characters and different
characters? Where a "Mendelist," casting a bored glance at
two plants, mutters indifferently: "complete identity!" Mi-
churin and Burbank saw hundreds of divergencies! "There are
no two organisms in the world that have any single character
absolutely alike."
To Lysenko it is obvious that "the practical work of the
sovkhozes and kolkhozes calls for far more subtle methods
than the most subtle methods employed by the present-day
Morganist school of genetics. Th&> latter are so crude that
they cannot be employed in practical work."
The Morganists "count chromosomes, alter chromosomes
by means of various influences, then break them into pieces,
transfer a piece of chromosome from one end to another,
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